Dear Girls

I thought I'd write you a quick letter to tell you just how much I admire Katherine Mansfield - she's definitely my favourite author. 

I first came across her in a short story anthology when I was about ten - I read 'The Doll's House' - and I was totally taken aback. I loved the actual description of the doll's house for a start - I had a doll's house myself but it was a little ramshackle plywood affair with plastic furniture - but this sounded a splendid doll-size villa, with elaborate furniture, even a little lamp in the middle of the dining room table. Katherine Mansfield described the mother and father doll sprawling stiffly as if they'd fainted - and I knew exactly what she meant.  The phrase impressed me - and if I'm totally honest it now occurs to me that I've used a similar description of doll's house dolls in my latest book  Little Darlings.  But what really took my breath away was the way KM writes about children - Kezia and her sisters are so real, and the way all the girls gang up on the little Kelvey children is sickeningly recognisable.
Throughout my teens I read my way through KM's entire works. I particularly liked all the Kezia stories - 'Prelude', and 'At the Bay' - but 'Miss Brill', and 'The Daughters of the Late Colonel' became special favourites too, though both heart-achingly sad. It's strange that stories written ninety odd years ago could seem so immediate, so direct, so sharp and modern.

I do hope you give them a try. If you become a real KM fan you've got huge treats in store - her journals and her letters are wonderful and very moving, and the story of her brief life is extraordinary. Even if she were alive today I think her lifestyle would still raise a few eyebrows - but to me that makes her even more interesting.

I do hope you enjoy the lecture.

Very best wishes

Jacqueline Wilson

